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SUBJECT: INFRASTRUCTURE ASPECTS OF GREEK WITHDRAWAL 
REF: USNATO 0523 JANUARY 31, 1975 

1. AT RESTRICTED DPC MEETING FEBRUARY 25 (AMBASSADORS ONLY), 

ERALP ACTING UNDER INSTRUCTIONS RECALLED THAT AT THE REGULAR DPC 
MEETING ON JANUARY 30 HE HAD PRESENTED THE VIEWS OF HIS GOVERN- 
MENT WITH RSPECT TO THE CONTINUING EXPENDITURE OF INFRASTRUCTURE 
FUNDS ON ALLIED FACILITIES IN GREECE. ON THAT OCCASION MENZIES 
(CANADA) HAD HELPFULLY PROPOSED THAT ONE MIGHT BE ABLE TO CONTINUE 
THESE PROJECTS PROVIDED ATHENS WOULD FURNISH A GUARANTEE THAT THE 
ALLIES WOULD CONTINUE TO HAVE ACCESS TO THEM. HE SAID THAT 

THIS PROPOSAL HAD BEEN CAREFULLY CONSIDERED AT VERY SENIOR 
LEVELS IN ANKARA AND HAD BEEN FOUND UNDATISFACTORY. GREECE, 

IT APPEARED TO TURKEY, WAS DETERMINED TO CARVE OUT FOR TISELF 
A PRIVILEGED POSITION WITHIN THE ALLIANCE AFTER HAVING WITH- 
DRAWN ITS FORCES FROM THE INTEGRATED MILITARY STRUCTURE WHICH 
MAKES COLLECTIVE DEFENSE AND DETERRENCE POSSIBLE. IN THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES, TURKEY ADHERED STRICTLY TO THE PROPOSALS 
WHICH HE HAD INTRODUCED AT THE JANUARY 30 DPC (USNATO 0523) 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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AND HE WOULD THEREFORE SEEK A FURTHER DETAILED DISCUSSION OF 
THIS MATTER AGAIN AT AN EARLY DATE AT A FORMAL DPC MEETING. 

2. ACTING SYG PANSA REMINDED ERALP THAT ALL THE DPC ALLIES 
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HAD AGREED TO A POLICY OF NOT CREATING ADDITIONAL DIFFICULTIES 
FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF GREECE AT THIS TIME IN ORDER TO ENABLE 
THE GREEKS TO RETURN ONCE MORE TO THE NATO FOLD. IT HAS BEEN 
FURTHER AGREED THAT THE DPC ALLIES WOULD CONTINUE TO PURSUE 
THIS POLICY UNTIL GREECE AND NATO HAD ENTERED INTO NEGOTIATIONS 
WHICH WOULD DEFINE GREECES FUTURE RELATIONSHIP TO THE ALLIANCE. 
PECK (UK), KRAPF (FRG), MCAULIFFE (US) HARTOGH (NETHERLANDS), 

BAL (BELGIUM), BUSCH (NORWAY), AND MENZIES (CANADA) EACH SPOKE 
BRIEFLY DECLARING THEIR GOVERNMENTS FIRM SUPPORT FOR THE 
POSITION DESCRIBED BY PANSA. 

3. ERALP REPLIED THAT THERE IS GROWING ANXIETY IN ANKARA 
BECAUSE GREECE HAS DELAYED OPENING NEGOTIATIONS WITH NATO 
TO DEFINE ITS FUTURE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE ALLIANCE. THIS 
DELAY COUPLED WITH THE DENIAL FOAEGEAN SEA AND AIR SPACE TO 
THE ALLIES, THUS EXPOSING TURKEY TO ATTACK FROM THE NORTH, 

MEANS THAT THE NATIONAL SECURITY OF HIS COUNTRY IS BEING 
DETERMINED BY THE GREEK GOVERNMENT IN ATHENS. THIS, HE SAID, 

WAS A TOTALLY UNSATISFACTORY SITUATION TO THE GOVERNMENT OF 
TURKEY SINCE THE GREEKS MIGHT FIND IT TO THEIR ADVANTAGE TO 
PROCRASTINATE ENDLESSLY. 

4. IN CLOSING THE MEETING, PANSA OBSERVED THAT THE DPC ALLIES 
HAD TAKEN NOTE OF THE TURKISH POSITION AND THAT THE GREAT 
MAJORITY HAD AGAIN AT THIS RESTRICTED MEETING REAFFIRMED THEIR 
AGREEMENT TO DELAING WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF GREECE IN A 
CAUTIOUS AND PRUDENT MANNER WHICH WOULD ENABLE ATHENS TO BRING 
ITS MILITARY FORCES BACK INTO THE ALLIANCE MILITARY STRUCTURE 
JUST AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE. 

MCAULIFFE. 

CONFIDENTIAL 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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